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PRESI DENT0S MESSAGE

Writing this article is my final duty as your 2008 Presidémentioned to Dan Huckins, our
incoming Presidento be prepared to writtmonthlyarticle. L comes around quickly and
Sy | samaildeminder 10 days in advance dwindles down to 1 or 2 days before the deadline anc
placesmeintowr i t i ng mode. [ 6ve enjoyed writing ith
7 allowed me to express my personal thoughts and views on the Assgaiditite throwing in a few
details of my life outside All.

. Wedr e coming off a very successful conference :th
. indicated on the hotline, it was great to see all the old faces along witietiteng thenewonesandto also I
! spend time in the company of fellow All members. Everyone in attend#@mreommented to me indicated :
| that we once again did a good job in providing those dreaded, but réétisdthat the education was very :
i informative and our speaksedid a great job presentitigeir information A big thanks the Jeff CloydRick .
. DeBoardand Greg Pyfronfior their classesYou guys didgreat and it was nice to tap new resources for our :
. classesGet ready for your next assignments guys! Edahswasa winnerand very well received. We also l
| owe a big thanks to our outside speakers from the Portland are@uilaev gave a very informative clasa |
| sewer inspections. Buck Sterd presented a great deal of information on HVAC during his 2 hours evel St:
i Pietilaeducated us on fireplaces and chimneys. Veoddoformation was provided tturther our abilities and
i make us the best and most knowledgeable inspectors in our profession. Be proud of what you do for a Innng

and support the Association bitending these informative educational conferences.

few members a place to sleep or tuition to attend the conference. Again, thanks! Thigygmperosity shows
the true spirit that our members continually share and have come to cherish over the years.

As usual, we ate on a continual basis throughout the weesleptiwell ini s ui t e s anyg énpyed theo o m
facilities. The camaraderie wascad to none and was in the typical spirit of past conferembesshilo Inn
fit our needs well and we have bookedgain forthe first weekend in November 2009.

Congratulations to the nemvembers of the &rdof Directors There is a good blend néwandseasoned
leaders that are eagerlieginworking andserving the Association once again on your beRddfase support
your leadership They work hard and invest many hours to keep us up and running. | look forward to IettlrIg a
few others do the majity of the work, although Jeff Herboldshimer dndill continue to organize the |
conferences. If you would like to join the committee, let one of us know. What we also need is ideas for class
inside and outside the bo®ive us suggestions. We are athg@lanning ounext conferencthatis scheduled
for Reno inMay 20009.

| would also like to thank Perry Hawkins, Rick Stewart Raghdy Winn for providing the funds that allowed é

[
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
A.LL Newsletter November 2008 Page 1 :
I



The Association turns 20etween now and early 2009. This says a lot for an associati

that started out with approxi mately a§sOS ~ me mb

continued growth for most of its life. The history of the Association continues and we!
move forward each yeaalong with an occasional slip back, but we continue to move
forward and build strength within the membership. | and many others have seen thls.
recently and it held true with the success of our recent confeifecare back full :
strengthand that couleshot have been accomplished withthe continued support of our
membersl 61 | speak f or incaningbodrdsand say thamis tomligof a\E
you from all of them. Wee all in this together and as we contirnlgsvn the road
together | look forwardo many more successful years for All.

In closing, | want toltank you for letting me serve as your President for 2008. | will
continue to work hard for the Association during the upcominga®arMember Y
Directorandlook forward to serving once agaidave a safe and happy holiday seasonimy best to
everyonan 20009.

Have a great month!

Bill Bergsted

PREOFFER HOME INSPECTION

By Aubrey Cohen

House hunter Vicky Tsai has paid for two inspections of
homes she didn't buy: one that she lost out on because she
was outbid by $20,000 despite offering $50,000 above the
asking price, and another that she passed on after deciding it
was too small.

"We're over $800 in the hole on that," she said at an open
house earlier this month, contemplating the futile payments
to inspectors.

"lwould say int he Seattle metropolitan area, where there are two and three buyers for every

house that's in pretty good shape and priced fairly, there are going to be pre -inspections," said
Betsy Chamberlin, a Realtor with Windermere Real Estate. "Anything that's a single -family
(house) up to, say, $750,000, $800,000, it's a really good idea."

"It's becoming a way of life," inspector Fred Grant said while waiting to look over a West Seattle
house earlier this month.

Grant, who owns North  Starr Inspections, said that three y ears ago, he typically scheduled
inspections 10 days out. Now, he said, buyers demand them within two to three days, or even
the same day. He has outfitted his truck to complete reports on site.

George Guttmann, who owns Sound Home Inspections, said pre - off er inspections have been
popular before.

"Fifteen years ago, when the market started to be very hot and we did pre -inspections, we

would be asked by clients to go in during an open house and pretend we were not inspecting the
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