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PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE 

 

Part of our regrouping effort is to move forward with the Portland conference scheduled for 

November 7 - 9
th
 at the Shilo Inn. Your attendance will help the association survive, that I know. If 

youôre on the fence regarding payment of dues, I urge you to pony up as revenue keeps the 

association up and running, 

 

At the end of the newsletter is what we are planning for this conference and we could make a few changes in the 

next few weeks leading up to the conference. We usually have to juggle a few things around. 

 

We hope to begin Friday with a two hour 3D software class ($25 most likely, money going to the Association), 

followed by lunch for all attending the class and then move to the Board Meeting room at 1:00 p.m. I would 

anticipate the meeting to last a few hours.   

Following the meeting, a road trip is planned to a famous brewery. Weôll probably eat dinner there also. 

 

Saturday and Sunday will be filled with daily educational classes. A BIG thanks to those who have been helping 

with the planning and we are already in the early planning stages for the next conference in Reno in early May 

2009. 

 

This conference will be a chance to renew friendships, have some fun, exchange knowledge and obtain good 

education to help us improve our skills as home inspectors. 

I would like to see this end as a total success for the benefit of the Association. 

 

We are anticipating up to 50 attending this conference, but only you, the members, 

can make this conference successful by attending and I would like all of you who are 

considering attending to hurry and sign up for the conference and rooms at the hotel 

by October 20
th
 for the best deal. 

 

Contact me or Sylvia if you have questions or need information. 

 

Have a great month, and I look forward to seeing you in Portland. 

 

 

 

Bill Bergstedt 

President  
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MOISTURE INTRUSION 
 
By Jerry McCarthy (reprinted with permission) 

 
 

Moisture intrusion into a building is one of the most anger provoking problems to a 
property owner often resulting not only in water damage to framing support 
systems, but also mechanical and electrical components not to mention the hot 
ÆÏÕÒ ÌÅÔÔÅÒ ×ÏÒÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ςρÓÔ ÃÅÎÔÕÒÙȟ ȰMOLDȢȱ -ÏÉÓÔÕÒÅ ÉÎÔÒÕÓÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÎÕÍÂÅÒ-
one major cause for litigation filed in construction defect cases, and the handling of 
such disputes has created an entire new legal support specialty; Construction 
Consultants. 

The causes of moisture intrusion is mainly due to poorly trained construction 
workers who install various roofing systems, required moisture barriers beneath 
exterior coverings, window and door flashing, chimneys, attached balcony decks, 
below grade rooms, and in fact any and all penetrations of the building envelope. 
5ÎÆÏÒÔÕÎÁÔÅÌÙ ÍÏÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÓÅ ×ÏÒËÅÒÓ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÈÁÄ ÐÒÏÐÅÒ ÔÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÏÒ ÔÁËÅ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÒÅÁÄ -ÁÎÕÆÁÃÔÕÒÅÒȭÓ 
Installation Instructions, even when provided in various translations from English. Prolonged moisture 
intrusion may well be the most destructive ingredient in of all of the various construction defects faced 
by new home buyers and buildings that have experienced extensive remodeling and/or additions. 

)ÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÉÓÓÕÅÓ ÂÙ ȰÉÎÄÕÓÔÒÙ ÅØÐÅÒÔÓȱ ÈÁÓ ÓÐÁ×ÎÅÄ Á ÎÅ× ÇÒÏ×ÉÎÇ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ 
Ȱ#ÏÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎ $ÅÆÅÃÔ #ÏÎÓÕÌÔÁÎÔÓȱ ÍÏÒÅ ÃÏÍÍÏÎÌÙ ÒÅÆÅÒÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÇÁÌ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙ ÁÓ Ȱ$ÅÆÅÃÔ $ÅÔÅÃÔÉÖÅÓȱ 
who after performing inspection tours of the home with moisture problems appear at depositions, 
ÍÅÄÉÁÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÁÒÂÉÔÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÕÒÔ ÃÁÓÅÓ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ȰÈÉÒÅÄ ÇÕÎÓȱ ÆÏÒ ÅÉÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÐÌÁÉÎÔÉÆÆÓ ÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÆÅÎÄÁÎÔȭÓ 
attorneys. This also includes attorneys retained by the insurance carriers who are defending claims 
against developers, real estate agents, builders, their sub-contractors, pest control operators and of 
course home inspectors... 

With exterior insulation finish system (sometimes called one-coat stucco); some interior elements can 
hold water like an enormous sponge for weeks at a time. Should somebody probe into the EIFS to test for 
moisture in the subsurface water may pour from the aperture like a spigot. Moisture damage to the 
substrate, along with the resultant damage to some of the hidden elements such as structural lumber, are 
considerations that commonly tend to drive many construction-defect cases into six-figure claims.  

In construction-defect litigation, the plaintiff's experts have the task of preparing an appropriate plan of 
technical repairs and remediation of all the existing real or imagined construction problems or defects, 
including structural damage due to moisture. These plans often include a repair matrix that involves 
bringing the existing improvements up to the most recent building code. Of course the preparation of the 
plaintiff's defect reports, propounded by the many technical experts, provides gainful employment to 
many. Unfortunately, the cost of repair often exceeds the cost of building a new project.  

In response, the defense needs to take a similar stand with its experts to provide and address the 
plaintiff's contentions. Sometimes these contentions prove to be fairly accurate; the contractor or 
developer then must line up the various construction subcontractors, who actually built the work in 
dispute, to come to the table with their insurance carriers in order to fund the necessary repairs. Now the 
flames are fanned for ensuing confrontation, which all started with one small leak of water into the 
building envelope.  
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MOISTURE INTRUSION (contõd) 

Regardless how complex the cause and effects may become, the legal problems pose yet greater problems 
for sorting out who is the most at fault on various issues. The fact that a particular construction element 
has been improperly or badly built even to the point where the construction violates building codes or 
deviates from accepted construction practices including approved plans by the local jurisdiction may be 
of no consequence to the insurance carrier if the contractor's policy contains work product exclusions or 
similar types of exemptions. Construction defect cases are almost always insurance-driven because 
×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÁÐÐÒÏÐÒÉÁÔÅ ÃÏÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÔÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÎÏ ÏÎÅ ÔÏ ÐÁÙ ÔÈÅ ÔÁÂ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÓÕÌÔÁÎÔÓ ɉexperts) and the 
ÁÔÔÏÒÎÅÙÓ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄȢ )ÎÓÕÒÁÎÃÅ ÐÏÌÉÃÉÅÓ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÓÕÒÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÐÏÏÒ ×ÏÒËÍÁÎÓÈÉÐ unless that 
condition was the root cause of the resulting damage to the building either by moisture intrusion or other 
issues. 

Members with extensive inspection experience and construction backgrounds along with ICC 
certifications may find that when considering retirement from the trenches or even while remaining an 
active real estate inspector to migrate into the crowded, but lucrative field of Construction Consultants. 

 

 

                
 
 
 

 
 

 

                
 

  


